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Tahitian Noni International
Maker of

EQUINE ESSENTIALS
for Happy, Healthy Horses—Naturally!


A Food Supplement • All Natural

Supports the Immune System • A Pain Reliever
Lessens the Stress of Travel • Gives a Calming Effect

Aids the Attention Span • Needs No Refrigeration
Easy to Give
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President’s Report
Congratulations to our new set of officers for 2010. A great big thanks to all those 
who have served the club the past five years under my presidency. I have appreciated 
your support and wish you all well. 

I ask that we all continue to support our club and encourage new members to join 
and take part in our events. 

Area VII will be having our annual schooling show in March, and new events and 
shows will be planned by the incoming board. It’s great to be able to get together 
with people who share our pony and mini passion.

The Area VII Nationals are in Burbank this year, and I encourage you all to  support 
that show by attending or sponsoring. It takes more than a village to put on a success-
ful show these days. Our Area VII club gets to take a rest for a change. Valley Sierra 
will be hosting the Area VII Nationals show in 2011. 

On another subject, those of you attending the Valley Sierra show in Plymouth 
should note that it is being moved to the early part of June. They are hoping for better 
weather and April and May have presented some challenges weather wise.

Thanks to all those who agreed to run for the Area VII Board. Without a captain 
there is no ship.

Best wishes to all, and have a great 2010!
—Julie Mabie, 2009 President



RODABI-J RANCH
Presents:

Multiple Gr. Ch. (under)
“Rodabi-J Velvet Frost”

Being shown by Ashley Edwards at the Area VII National Show.
BREEDER/OWNER:  Barbara Naviaux

 (530) 622-1040 barb@naviaux.com
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Fog Ranch and Whisper EC “Share Your 
Holidays” to help the Salvation Army
Fog Ranch Ponies and Whisper Equestrian Center have 
participated in the “Share Your Holidays” program for 
the past three years,  and we are now recognized as a 
regular participant. This is a televised fundraiser for the 
Salvation Army, hosted by KSBW Channel 8, the NBC 
affiliate in Santa Cruz. 

Our two ranches purchase toys and donate them to 
the Salvation Army. This year has been particularly hard 
due to the economy, and every donation is appreciated.

Many of the volunteers tell us stories of their child-
hood Shetland ponies. All remember them fondly. This 
year we heard of a Shetland named Thunder. It seems 
Thunder was carried around on his owners’ shoulders 
and loved it, and he was taught to “attack.” When new 
kids would come to see Thunder, his owners would tell 
Thunder to “kill.” Thunder would rear and run at the 
new person, turning at the last minute and laughing. 
Everyone had fun—except the person being attacked. 
The gentleman who told me this story is now a police 
officer!

We hope to participate in this event for many years 
to come. If we want to introduce our ponies and minis 
to the general public we need to get out and show what 
they can do and how much fun we have doing it.
—Julie Mabie

Miniature Horse 
Health Care 
Symposium
Loomis Basin Equine Medi-
cal Center, Inc. is hosting 
their 4th Annual Miniature 
Horse & Miniature Donkey 
Health Care Symposium on 
Sunday, January 31, 2010 
at The Blue Goose Event 
Center, 3550 Taylor Road, 
Loomis. 

A series of presentations 
will be given by their vet-
erinarians and specialists on 
topics specific to miniature 
equine. Check-in will begin 
at 8:30am.  

Pre-registration is $30 
per person and will include 
a buffet lunch. There will be 
an exhibit hall with informa-
tion, products and services 
that are pertinent to minia-
ture equines. 

Space is limited, so 
please sign up early. Contact 
LBEMC at 916-652-7645.

Shetland Breed 
Demonstration at 
Equine Affaire
Brian Borg, an equestrian 
dentist based in Riverside, 
has booked a booth at the 
2010 Equine Affaire to pro-
mote American Shetlands. 
This year, for the first time, 
there will be a Shetland 
Breed Promotion segment in 
the Main Arena. Julie Mabie 
is taking two of her ponies 
down to participate in the 
demonstration, which will 
take place on February 7.
For more information, see 
the Equine Affaire website at 
www.equineaffaire.com.
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Mimi Woolem and Julie Mabie help Mare-A-Gold deliver presents 
to the “Share the Holidays” telethon in Santa Cruz. Fog Ranch 
Ponies and Whisper Equestrian Center are regular participants 
in the annual event, which is a fundraiser for the Salvation Army.
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FEBRUARY
4–7 Equine Affaire

Fairplex, Pomona, CA
www.equineaffaire.com/california/

MARCH
28 Area VII Annual Schooling Show

Open to all horses and ponies 46” and under
Ranchotel Horse Center
5790 Rivera Rd., Vacaville, CA
Nancy Turner: (707) 433-4346
www.areaviiclub.com/schooling.html

APRIL
3 Valley Sierra Prancing Ponies Schooling Show

Wright Ranch, Jackson, CA
Barbara Naviaux: (530) 622-1040

3–4 NorCal Spring Fling AMHA
Sonoma County Fairgrounds, Santa Rosa, CA
Laura Mullen: (919) 499-4777

17–18 Pacific Coast Classic/Jerry Washburn Memorial AMHA
L.A. Equestrian Center, Burbank CA
Gaye Velasco: (602) 326-7230

30 Oregon Gold Little Equine Extravaganza
May 1–2 Oregon Horse Center, Eugene, OR

Major Defoe (541) 689-9700
www.onedogsports.com/oregongold/

MAY
5–6 & 8–9 NorCal Biggest Little Show in the West AMHA

2 shows, 8 judges
Reno Livestock Events Center, Reno NV
Laura Mullen: (919) 499-4777

7–9 Vineyard Classic CDE
Woodland Stallion Station, Woodland, CA
Harriet Merritt: (925) 968-9805
www.wssvineyardclassiccde.com/

16 MHA & Area VII Spring Small Equine Schooling Show*
Open to all horses and ponies 46” and under
Sequoia Arena, Joaquin Miller Park, Oakland
Michele Nelson: (510) 326-6487

Calendar of Events

* Tentative



•	 Easy	Entry—Great	for	
Training

•	 Adjustable	Axle
•	 Solid	Oak	and	Steel,	Oak	
Singletree

•	 Oak	Fenders,	Steel	Wheel	
Guards

•	 Hunter	Green	Upholstered	
Spring	Seat

•	 20"	Ball	Bearing	Wheels	w/
New	Upgraded	Pneumatic	Tires	(not	shown)

•	 Shafts	58"
•	 Driven	2x,	some	paint	chips	but	otherwise	new	condition	(fell	in	love	with	a	
	different	cart!)

•	 $350
Sherry	Ward,	Merced,	CA	

DashPonyDriver@gmail.com	•	(209)	722-8227		Evenings	&	Weekends

FOR SALE • PONY CART
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29–31 Emerald Valley Classic XXII AMHA
Oregon Horse Center, Eugene OR
Barbara Hento: (360) 398.2729

JUNE
5–6 Valley Sierra June Jamboree ASPC/AMHR/ASPR

Amador County Fairgrounds, Plymouth, CA
Barbara Naviaux: (530) 622-1040

11–13 Western States Horse Expo
Cal Expo Fairgrounds, Sacramento, CA
(800) 352-2411
www.horsexpo.com/index.html

11–13 Area VIII National Show ASPC/AMHR/ASPR
Monroe, WA
Patricia Reiter: (406) 321-0866

19–20 NorCal Northern Exposure AMHA
4 Judges
Tehama County Fairgrounds, Red Bluff, CA
Laura Mullen: (919) 499-4777

25–27 Area VII National Championships ASPC/AMHR/ASPR
Los Angeles Equestrian Center, Burbank, CA
Hosted by the Pacific Coast Miniature Horse Club
Earl O Bannon: (951) 780-2308
Laurie Villalpando: (801) 985-9720
Jennifer Radoi: (909) 645-3466
www.pcmhclub.com/
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Welcome to Our 2010 Board

Thanks to Our 2009 Board

2009 Officers (L to R): Kathie Peterson, Director; Julie Mabie, President; Nancy Turner, Director; 
Heidi Jensen-Scurich, Treasurer; Joan Clements, Secretary; Barbara Naviaux, Director.

2010 Officers (L to R): Kathie Peterson, Director; Kathy Fransen, Treasurer; Nancy Turner, Vice 
President; Jim Curry, President; Joan Clements, Director; Barbara Naviaux, Director; Susan 
Browning-Wroe, Secretary.
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Howard & Shirlee Busbee
STEP-N-STONE

AMERICAN SHETLANDS
23180 Biggar Ln.
Covelo, CA 95428

(707) 983-8482
step-n-stone@willitsonline.com

www.stepnstone.com

Susan Browning-Wroe
RAVEN STAR FARMS

7312 Antelope Rd.
Citrus Heights, CA 95621

(916) 723-6932
wroemarvin@cs.com

www.wroemarvin.com
HOME OF CHAMPIONS

Jim Curry
JIM CURRY TRAINING CENTER

JC TACK
23500 Dustin Rd.

Acampo, CA 95220
www.jimcurry.org/

www.jcminitack.com/

Kathy Fransen
GREEN ACRES MINI RANCH

6642 Walnut Ave.
Orangevale, CA 95662

kathyfransen@yahoo.com
www.kathyfransen.com
HOME OF CHAMPIONS

Bob & Sharon Housley
FANTASIA FARM TRAINING CTR.

2050 Stony Point Road
Santa Rosa, CA 95407
fantasiaftc@pon.net

HOME OF CHAMPIONS

Barbara Naviaux
RODABI-J-RANCH

P.O. Box 144
Placerville, CA 95667

(530) 622-1040
barb@naviaux.com

HOME OF REHS PATRIARCH

Nancy Turner
TOMAHAWK RANCH

5250 Mill Creek Rd.
Healdsburg, CA 95448

(707) 433-4346
tomamini@sonic.net

www.sonic.net/~tomamini

Julie & Ken Mabie
WHISPER EQUESTRIAN CENTER

P.O. Box 1445
Aptos, CA 95001
(831) 685-1555

whisprpony@aol.com
www.whisperponies.com

Kathie Peterson
DONKA MINIATURE HORSES

P.O. Box 792
Dayton, NV 89403

(775) 246-5238
donka@gbis.com

Howard & Shirlee Busbee
STEP-N-STONE

AMERICAN SHETLANDS
23180 Biggar Ln.
Covelo, CA 95428

(707) 983-8482
step-n-stone@willitsonline.com

www.stepnstone.com

www.areaviiclub.com
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Attention All
Area VII Members!
Announcing a special 
advertising opportunity 
for all 2010 paid-up

Club Members

A Breeder/Owner ad in 
the ASPC/AMHR Journal, 
to be priced under $40.00 
for a total of 6 issues in 
2010-2011.

If we get enough subscribers, 
we will send refunds out 
to everyone for balances 
overpaid!

NAME PHONE

RANCH NAME

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP

EMAIL WEBSITE 

ONE ADDITIONAL LINE OF YOUR CHOICE (I plan to use mine for stallion’s name)

Please send your check for 
$40.00 (made payable to: 
AREA VII SP & MH Assoc.) 
with the following information 
to Barb Naviaux, P.O. Box 144, 
Placerville, CA 95667
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The 2009 ASPC/AMHR conven-
tion was held in Kissimmee, Florida on 
Novem ber 3–7. As usual, it was a busy 
time, with various committee meetings 
as well as board meetings. Those attend-
ing did have one night of relaxation, as 
members were treated to a performance 
and dinner at the Arabian Nights dinner 
theater. Here are some of the proposals 
and changes that resulted from the vari-
ous meetings.

Officers for 2010 are: President, Larry 
Parnell; First Vice President, Pat Sanders; 
Second Vice President, Dennis O’keefe.

Dates for Congress are August 3–7, 
2010. Judges are: Bill Eperthner, Mod-
erns; Sid Hutchcraft, Roger Eitel, and 
Jim Bruggink, Classics.

Dates for AMHR Nationals are Sep-
tember 9–18, 2010. Judges are: Curt 
Ford, Jon Wolf, and Les Zadina, Ama-
teur/Youth; Ray Randall, Bill Fairchild, 
and Kim Seipp, Open Halter; Gary Eads, 
Amber Montgomery, and Austin Van-
Wyck, Open Performance.

The 2010 ASPC/AMHR Convention 
will be held in Little Rock, AK (Area V), 
and the 2011 Convention will be held in 
Area VIII, location to be determined.

It has been proposed that all future 
elections for Area Director be conducted 
by mail, and that ballots be sent to all eli-
gible members within the election area, 
and that those ballots be sent to a third 
party for counting (i.e. an accounting 
firm). This would elimate the need for a 
quorum and a member would not need 
to request a ballot to vote. 

The verification of a quorum was re-
quested for all Area elections in 2009. 
Area III did not have a quorum, and a 
mailing had to be made to ratify the elec-
tion. If the membership does not ratify 
the election, a new election will need to 
be conducted for that area. Because this 
election is not contested, the outgoing 

director did not remain on the board 
while the situation is cleared up.

There is no rule regarding a quorum 
in our ASPC rule book. That being the 
case, we are required to follow the rules 
set by the state that we are incorporated 
with, in this case, the state of Illinois. A 
quorum rule for ASPC was proposed but 
would not take effect until 2010. If we 
go to all mail-in ballots, the quorum rule 
will not apply. 

New shoeing rules were proposed for 
all divisions, to clarify and unify the di-
visions. These will be voted on in the 
spring.

Classic Committee proposals passed 
included Carriage Driving classes to 
be split between single entries and pair 
entries.

A class list was approved for Shetland 
All-Performance shows.

A new Fair class list was approved. 
It covers all breed divisions with 138 
classes. This is optional.

Youth halter classes are to be split by 
the age of the exhibitors as well as by the 
junior or senior status of the animals be-
ing shown

Open Fancy Turnout classes will be 
added to all divisions.

Youth English Pleasure and Youth 
Roadster classes were added in the ASPR 
division. ASPR classes for Showmanship 
and Open Fancy Driving were proposed. 
Roadster under saddle is also in the draft 
stages.

It was proposed that in Amateur 
classes, the pony must be owned and 
shown or leased by the amateur or a fam-
ily member of the amateur.

Walk Trot Canter class age was ex-
panded to 17 yrs old.

Foundation Country Pleasure Driving 
was proposed as a Hall of Fame class. If 
adopted, this will take effect in 2011.

Foundation Youth Roadster class 

ASPC/AMHR Convention Report
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specifications were added to the rules.
Among the proposals passed by the 

Modern Committee were that only Mod-
ern Shetlands could cross-enter into the 
ASPR classes, and that National Direc-
tors should be limited to two successive 
terms of office with a break of at least 
one term before being elected again.

AMHR Committee proposals passed 
included that Park Harness Horses could 
be driven in either a snaffle or a Liver-
pool-type bit. Owned, Shown and Bred 
by Exhibitor classes will be split in all 
sex divisions into Over and Under height 
classes.

Horses that have lost the sight in one 
eye due to an injury may be shown with a 
vet certificate.

In Broodmare and Foal classes, the 
mare and/or foal does not have to qualify 
to be shown in that class at Congress. 

Foals of the current year do not have 
to qualify for Congress to be shown in 
that class, and the youth showing that 
foal does not have to qualify for youth 
classes at Congress with that foal to 
show it. The youth does have to qualify 
if showing any other pony other than a 
foal. 

Cross-entering is not allowed between 
Open Pleasure Driving, Country Plea-
sure Driving, Western Country Pleasure 
Driving, and Park Harness classes.

Ribbons for Congress will return to 
the standard ribbon colors. They have 
been a single color with the placing noted 
on the ribbon for the last few years.

In Obstacle Driving and Halter Ob-
stacle, Amateur classes will be added.

There is a new All-Around Gelding 
program for all divisions of the Registry.

Other information included the fact 
that there were 1,489 horses entered, 
with a total of 5,800 entries, at the 
AMHR National Show.

Exhibitors at Congress and the 
 Nationals must be a member of ASPC/
AMHR to show. This includes trainers. 

You must also be a member to 

participate in all sweepstakes and futurity 
programs. If money goes out from the 
 association you must be a member.

The Journal will be posted online for 
better exposure. This is a trial and will 
not replace the printed copies sent to 
members.

ASPC will have a booth at the World 
Equestrian Games in 2010 at Kentucky 
Horse Park. This is a 10-day event and 
exhibitors will be solicited. The Journal 
will be given out at this event and will 
 either be an expanded or special edition.

It was announced that 2,000  copies 
of “The Big Book of Small Equines,” 
written by Johnnie Robb, have been 
purchased and are for sale to the mem-
bership and others. This book is available 
through other sources, but if purchased 
through ASPC, the club will make some 
money on the sale. 

A new rule section for ASPR ponies 
will be included in the rulebook. Essen-
tially these rules will follow the Modern 
rules as they do now, they will just be in 
print. 

It was requested that the class list de-
noting if a class was required, optional, 
or Hall of Fame be put back in the 
rulebook.

The AMHR division will now be rec-
ognized with the USEF.

A safety committee has been formed 
with Marvin McCabe as the Chair.

Unless a rule change is considered Ex-
traordinary, it is voted on at the Spring 
Board meeting and takes effect the fol-
lowing year. This allows directors to 
review the proposed change and consult 
their members. It also allows time to put 
it in the Rulebook. 
—Jim Curry and  Julie Mabie, 
Area Directors

RENEW YOUR AREA VII 
MEMBERSHIP NOW!

Don’t miss out on any of the fun 
we are planning for 2010!
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Girl, you need to be as 
old as I am to remem-
ber Janis Ian’s first mega 

hit,  “Society’s Child.” But every-
one knows her Grammy award- 
winning 70’s chart topper, “At 
Seventeen.” As it happens, Janis 
Ian was recently in Santa Cruz for 
a concert and some guitar repair. 
Having been privy to the fabulous 
world of ponies via e-mail com-
muniqués and YouTube videos 
(that’s her recording of “Boots  
Like  Emmylou’s” accompanying 
our Area VII promo) from ribbon-
winner John Killacky, she decided 
to check out the local Shetland 
world at Fog Ranch.

Pat Michielssen and Mimi 
Woolem caught wind of her plans 
and had all ponies on pristine 
display. She immediately fell in 
love with these glorious animals. 
Everyone does. Having grown up 
on a farm in the East, she jumped 
right in: grooming, feeding and 
mucking. John tried to convince 
her that Pacific Raindrop was the 
pony nonpareil. Moi employed 
similar tactics with FR Puffinstuff. 
Our efforts were to no avail. Her 
heart was captured by the sly and 
fetching Baywatch Babe.

Janis has been living and re-
cording in Nashville for several 
years. Predictably, her manner has 
become quite southern: conjure 
antebellum mansions and mint 
juleps. Thus, the Fog Ranch visit 
was punctuated by several “Miss 
Pats” and “y’alls.”

Janis Ian Whispers in the Fog
by Larry Connolly

Janis wants The Phinn Man to go on tour with her.

Mimi and “Miss Pat” entertain their guests on the 
veranda.

You MUST pet me! (John and Janis with Baywatch Babe)
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To m a h a w k  R a n c h

**Miniature Horses at Stud**
~ For Sale ~

Jerald Show Carts,
Frontier Easy Entry Carts,

Carriages, Harness, and
Lovely Miniature Horses

Nancy Turner
5250 Mill Creek Road
Healdsburg, CA 95448

Phone: (707) 433-4346
Email: tomamini@sonic.net
www.sonic.net/~tomamini

A COMPLETE
TRAINING FACILITY

2050 Stony Point Road
Santa Rosa, CA 95407

(707) 579-5067

Bob, Sharon,
& Eric Housley

Training Center

F
an

tasia Farm
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Tackroom as objet ‘d art

Polite Pony, ain’t she?
Seeking further equine encoun-

ters of the small kind, John et moi 
chaperoned her over to Julie and 
Ken Mabie’s Whisper Equestrian 
Center. Julie was embalmed in 
worse-than-awful-traffic, but Janis 
toured the grounds nonetheless. 
She was enchanted by the amaz-
ing friendliness of the new babies. 
As you can see from the accom-
panying photo, she found inspira-
tion everywhere: even in the Tack 
Room.
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Whisper Equestrian Center News

Happy New Year! We are looking forward to 2010 and finishing some 2009 and 
before projects. We have bred two mares for 2010, but considering their ages 

we won’t count our chickens until they foal. Red Rock Bullseye’s Ballerina is bred to 
Master’s Painted Kid Ryan. and Rocket’s Sugar Baby (HOF) is bred to McCall’s CB 
Jazzee Jet. 

Sundance Cody’s Mare-a-Gold represented our ranch and Shetland ponies at our 
local KSBW “Share Your Holidays” event again this year. She is becoming quite the 
TV star and people look forward to seeing her five minutes of fame each year. Her 
 donation of toys included several stick ponies. We hope they will start a trend. 

2010 will be our year of training. We have several lovely ponies for sale and want to 
get them trained to drive and ready to use and compete. We have room for additional 
driving clients if you are interested in a well-rounded driving pony. We strive to train 
our ponies to be safe and enjoyable driving ponies inside and outside the arena. 

We plan to attend several shows this year, as well as sponsor a few play days and fun 
drives. Come join us on the coast. We would love to show you our beautiful area.

We wish everyone success in 2010 and encourage you all to enjoy your ponies and 
minis. After all, isn’t that what it’s all about?—Julie Mabie

News from Valley Sierra MHC

On December 12th, in the historic little town of Jackson, we had our Valley Sierra 
MHC Christmas Party and everyone had a ball! It was also our last meeting for 

the year. Our new Newsletter Editor, Dee Miravalle, came and she brought her very 
charming son (about age 10). It was great getting to know her a bit before she starts 
this very difficult task. 

We had a short meeting to count ballots and then announce our new officers for 
2010, as follows:  Roxann Oneto, President; Marjorie Vliet, Vice President; Mike 
Widby, Treasurer; Barb Naviaux, Secretary; Jan 
Perkins, Ceci Graham-Widby and Vicki Bast, 
Board of Directors.

June 5th & 6th are the dates of our first 
sanctioned 2010 show. It will be called the 
“June Jamboree” and will be held at the Ama-
dor County Fairgrounds in Plymouth.  Two 
super, well-thought of judges, Jim Curry and 
Kim Sterchi, will be officiating. We are already 
“hiring” helpers, so don’t be surprised if you 
get a call from me one of these days!—Barb 
Naviaux 



Sunday, March 28, 2010
Ranchotel Horse Center, Vacaville

•  Open to all horses & ponies 46" and under

•  Only $4.95/class or $25.00/day for the same 
horse/pony and handler combination

• Ribbons to 6th

•  Everyone is welcome—need not be a member 
of Area VII to participate

•  Rain or shine, covered arena available

•  Breakfast and lunch available at the 
Area VII Snack Bar—Home Cooking!

• Sale Horse Presentations between classes

• Stallions at Stud notice board

• JC Tack will be onsite

• Photos by Nelson Photography

Area VII Shetland Pony & Miniature Horse Assoc., Inc.

For more information, contact 
Nancy Turner: (707) 433-4346, 
tomamini@sonic.net

Ranchotel Horse Center is located at 5790 Rivera Road, Vacaville, CA
Overnight RV parking, limited stalls, and motel rooms are available. 
For stalls, call Kathy: (707) 365-5134. Motel: (707) 448-2435

Premium is available at

http://www.areaviiclub.com/

Sponsors and Volunteers Needed

Judge: Lisa Schmidt

Thanks to Lisa Schmidt for donating her services for this event



Howard & Shirlee Busbee
23180 Biggar Lane ~ Covelo, CA 95428 ~ (707) 983-8482

www.stepnstone.com

Whisper Equestrian
Center

American Shetland Ponies

Ken & Julie Mabie
P.O. Box 1445 • Aptos, CA 95003

whisprpony@aol.com • www.whisperponies.com
(831) 684-1555
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Advertise your ranch or business with a business card ad. 
Only $5 per issue or $20 per year.
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News from Step-N-Stone 

Well, we survived the artic blast that blew in earlier in the month. Brrrr.  Howard 
was breaking half an inch to three-quarters of an inch of ice daily on the troughs. 

When the daytime temp reached 46 degrees, it almost felt like spring! :-).
We sold Book’s Dandy Lion, our palomino pinto Double Stuf grandson. It was sad 

to see him go, but he wasn’t needed in our breeding program. We bought him as a 
weanling and he was coming nine years old, so I did suffer a pang as he was loaded 
into the trailer, but he went to a nice family and that’s the main thing.

The foals are weaned and I finally sent in the registration papers. Those strict 
 pictures requirements (staggered legs, no mane, no other animals in picture) are one 
reason I’m glad we’re not breeding next year. We’ve had Frisco gelded and he’s gonna 
make a great gelding. 

We haven’t had official 
confirmation from the of-
fice yet, but on the ASPC 
website, Step-N-Stone’s 
Jam-N-Jazz looks to have 
made it to the Classic 
Country Pleasure Driv-
ing Hall of Fame. We’re 
thrilled! Regina Nelson 
did a wonderful job train-
ing and driving Jam and 
taking her all the way to 
Hall of Fame. Feather fin-
ished the year with all his 
Grands in Halter and all 
his Stake wins in Pleasure Driving, but fell 5 and 6 points short, respectively, of that 
magical 70. Ah, well, there’s always next year, right?

Cheg-Kim’s Champagne Doll, a palomino pinto mare we owned in partnership 
with Pat Michielssen and Mimi Woolem, was confirmed in foal to Step-N-Stone’s 
Fancy Russet Roulette. Yahooo! This is a long-anticipated foal for Pat and Mimi. 
Should be born in late April 2010. We met Pat and her nephew, Johnny Jones, in 
Ukiah and turned Doll over to them, including our interest in her. She’s now fully 
owned by them and they love her. We’re all very excited about this foal, and since 
Howard and I didn’t breed anyone this year we’re really looking forward to Doll and 
Roulette’s offspring.

Diane and Steve Zmolek drove down from Oregon for a visit, and they had a lot 
of fun looking at the ponies. Diane was especially pleased to see Frisco and was very 
pleased with how he turned out. He’s by her Pony Boy.

Here’s wishing everyone a very, very, very Happy New Year! 2010 is gonna be 
 wonderful.—Shirlee and Howard Busbee
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Step-N-Stone’s Jam-N-Jazz and Regina Nelson enjoyed a very suc-
cessful 2009.
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News from Tomahawk Ranch 

The end of the year is always busy around here. Since I sell carts and harness, I get 
a lot of orders before Christmas, with panic calls from people wondering what 

happened to their purchases. Today, it was wheels and shafts that got held up because  
the factory did not get their wheels when promised. Yesterday, it was two carts sent to 
Idaho on November 15th that had not made it there yet. It is interesting to discover 
that parts of the country have areas that cost about five times more to ship to or take 
five times longer for things to get there. The Idaho trucking company was waiting for 
enough freight to make their delivery to the boonies worth their while!

I have also been madly trying to getting Registry paperwork done before the end 
of the year. I had put things off since times were tough and whatever other excuses I 
could come up with. I finally measured, trimmed, and scraped the mud off the shaggy 
horses that needed pictures. Later, I spent hours playing with them in Photoshop, only 
to find out that I had mixed up the AMHA and AMHR rules for pictures. I had to 
resize and do them over again!

I am going to see if we can get Michele to take Registration pictures at the School-
ing Show. Whatever she would charge, it would be worth it!

The For Sale page on the Area VII website did help me sell Tomahawks Gray Cloud 
to Kelli Danielsen in Oakland. I haven’t told her yet, but she will need pictures for the 
transfer and permanent papers. Looking forward to the New Year.—Nancy Turner 

Radulovich Farms Good News

This is my senior stallion, Luke, 
in his winter coat.  He is the 

only one who stays dry in the rain 
we have been having by staying 
in his run in the shed. Pretty and 
Smart! In one package!—Penny 
Radulovich

Like this photo? Want to see it 
in color? Of course you do! Soon, 
you will! A photo gallery for 
members will soon be available 
on the Area VII website at www.
areaviiclub.com.

Please send your photos, with  
captions, to michelenelson2@
sbcglobal.net
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News from Demitasse Stables

We want to thank everyone for their concern and assistance in searching for our 
stolen horses. They disappeared from our Redwood Valley, CA facilities on Sep-

tember 11, 2009. It was definitely an insider theft, as the stallion was removed from a 
corral which required the horse theives to pass through three closed gates and go past 
14 other horses to get to him. He was a valuable stallion, son of Celebrations Legacy 
Royale, whom we had hoped to use to sire next year’s foals. The mare was a homozy-
gous tobiano pinto snatched from the herd of 14. The gate to the pasture was left 
wide open, further jeopardizing the herd, which thankfully stayed home. We reported 
the theft to the sheriff’s animal control division, who made a formal Offense report. 
Thanks to help from many of you, we learned about the service provided by Stolen 
Horse International, and registered them stolen. We made picture flyers and posted 
them in farm supply stores and grocery stores and everywhere we could think of. 
Some of you who are more electronically talented and exposed than we are posted our 
flyer on Facebook and forwarded it all over.

Yesterday, October 15, at about 6:30 p.m., we got a phone call from a person who 
said that she had our horses on her property, four miles from Fort Bragg, CA, on 
Hwy. 20. She said that a boy had dropped them off on her property two or three 
weeks before. She said that he had been taking good care of them, but that he was 
arrested a few days before and the horses had not had anything to eat for a couple of 
days. She asked if the missing mare had a blue eye, which we replied that she did, and 
it was the left eye. She said that was what she had. She said there were three horses, the 
black, the pinto and a sorrel. She gave us directions to her house, with a warning not 
to stop at the first trailer on the road, which sounded to me like a danger warning.

We called the sheriff, who said that they would meet us and accompany us and 
make an investigative report. We took a strong young man with us and proceeded to 
the entrance to the property. We realized immediately that we were not going to ad-
vance without the sheriff, as the road degraded in front of us to a very dark, narrow, 
washed out, winding logging trail lined with burned out vehicles, trashed trailers and 
broken windshields.

Our heartfelt thanks go to the sheriffs who arrived and asked if we knew the name 
of the lady who called. I said, R****, and he said, “Oh, R****, follow us.” They ob-
viously knew her and exactly where she lived on that godforsaken road. Our loyal 
appreciation goes to Bob Kane for our 4 horse Horse Hauler, because we realized im-
mediately on that 4 wheel drive-only road we never would have gotten in or out with a 
horse trailer in tow.

R**** led us up the dark road on foot while we urged our rig forward and finally 
came to a stop at an abandoned cinderblock building. Next to it, over rough terrain, 
was a small area fenced with a green mesh shade cloth that we could not see through. 
R**** opened a flap of mesh, and there were Leg’s anxious eyes glinting in the flash-
light. Crystal attempted to join him, but there was such a tangle of underbrush and 
debris that she was caught up and had difficulty freeing her feet. 

When the sheriff asked if R**** knew where the horses had come from or how they 
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The Area VII Shetland Pony & Miniature Horse Assoc., Inc. Newsletter is published 
quarterly. Ranch news and photos are free to members, and advertising is available 
to everyone. Payment for advertising must be received before publication. Rates and 
specifications are available at www.areaviiclub.com/newsletter.html. Deadlines for all 
materials are:

Winter (January, February, March): December 15
Spring (April, May, June): March 15
Summer (July, August, September): June 15
Fall (October, November, December): September 15

Please send all materials to: Michele Nelson, 932 60th Street, Oakland, CA 94608 
michelenelson2@sbcglobal.net. (510) 326-6487.

got there, she didn’t know and didn’t recollect a boy bringing them there, or who that 
might have been. The sheriff said, “Then they just dropped out of the sky?” And she 
said, “Yes, just like that.”

I was concerned about the sorrel she had mentioned, and asked her about that. She 
said, “Oh, I don’t know if there is another one or not.” I said, “Well, lets look.” And 
we flashed the light on a swollen-bellied mare who obviously had something wrong 
with her. Her stance was unusual and stressed. I told R**** that there was a reward 
for the safe return of our horses, and she said she sure could use that as she was a 
starving student. She said that she had just discovered that these were missing horses 
when she went to Ukiah that day and saw the reward poster at the tractor supply. She 
said she was glad we found our horses as she couldn’t afford to feed them.

I knew that I was not going to leave the sorrel behind when I first heard that she 
was there. So now I said that she obviously was starving and her hooves were so over-
grown that she had difficulty placing her feet. I said, “We will take her off your hands 
and you won’t have to worry about feeding her and getting her a farrier. That way ani-
mal control will not have to get involved in her rescue.” She said Okay, and I gave her 
the reward money. We thanked her and said all the friendly stuff and got out of there 
with all three horses aboard as fast as our Horse Hauler would go.

A daylight assessment of the horses revealed that our horses were in fine shape, but 
the sorrel mare was not. She had a very protruding backbone all the way to the tail, 
her hips were bovine and she walked so gingerly with her incredible long hooves. I 
always worry about my horses, have I let them grow too long between farrier visits. 
I’ll relax about that after seeing this. We have posted the found mare on Stolen Horse 
 International, in local and regional newspapers, and everywhere else we could think 
of. So far, we have had no word from her owners. There was a neighbor who had stars 
in her eyes for the little mare, and “Destiny” has found a loving home. We agreed that 
she would surrender the mare if we find her original family. 

Lock your barns and pastures, and have a safe and happy new year.— Vince and 
Shirley Valente



Jim Curry Training Center
AMHA/AMHR/ASPC CHAMPIONS

23500 Dustin Road, Acampo, CA • (209) 369-5909
jctrainingctr@aol.com • www.jimcurry.org

Herd Reduction Sale

We need to reduce the herd by half, so we are selling at least 14 horses and ponies.
Prices for ASPC registered ponies start at $500.00. ASPC/AMHR animals

start at $1,000.00. Ages from weanlings to brood mares,
including foals by Royal Splish Splash and Hopwoods JJ Bridger.

Please see our website, www.jimcurry.org, for more horses and ponies for sale.

Hopwoods JJ Bridger
AMHR/ASPC/PtHA

J-J’s Little Charley G.K. x
 Master’s Painted Bright Flower

Sis’s Siera LE
AMHR/ASPC

Graham’s O.K. Classic x
Pint’s Sis Blondie LE

Eagle Ridge Fancy Affair
ASPC/AMHR

Master’s Baskin Chocolate Sauce x 
Southwind’s A Current Affair

AAA Foxy’s Easter Lily
ASPC

DWF Little Running Butt x
Foxfire Cody’s Exclamation NTA

Curry’s LM Dupli-Kate
AMHR

Curry’s Just a Ladies Man x
Kid Lee’s Painted Brittany

Curry’s Fancy Nancy
ASPC/AMHR

Hopwoods JJ Bridger x
Eagle Ridge Fancy Affair

Curry’s Siera Mist
ASPC/AMHR

Royal Splish Splash x
Sis’s Siera LE

Wa-Full Look At Me
ASPC

Wa-Full Mr. Bud Wiser x
Red Rock Crescent Sonnet 

Curry’s Classy Lassy
ASPC

C.S Chocolate Chip x
AAA Foxy’s Easter Lily



Windcrest Farm
Dedicated to honoring and preserving

the Legacy of JJ’s Painted Apache

Quality ASPC, ASPC/AMHR ponies available to discerning buyers

Fantasia Farm • A Complete Training Facility
Bob, Sharon, and Eric Housley

2050 Stony Point Road, Santa Rosa CA 95407 • (707) 579-5067

Kaleigh Ann Phipps 
in a unanimous 
blue ribbon  debut, 
presenting Wauk-
A-Way Shish-K-Bob 
for her proud grand-
mother, Carole Ann 
Ford.

SSF’s Apache Legacy
2008 Foundation Halter Pony of the Year

AD DESIGN: MICHELE NELSON / PHOTOS: NELSON PHOTOGRAPHY


