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Year-End 2018

2018 Officers and Committee Members
President: Jacob Elliott
Phone: (916) 479-0962
bigjasper5@aol.com
Term of office: 2 years, 2018–2020
Vice-President: Susan Browning-Wroe
Phone: (916) 969-9722
wroemarvin@cs.com
Term of office: 2 years, 2018–2020

Past President: Susan Browning-Wroe
Phone: (916) 969-9722
wroemarvin@cs.com
Membership Committee:
Michele Nelson: (510) 326-6487
membership@areaviiclub.com

Secretary: Melissa Berschens
Phone: (530) 620-2751
melissa@silverbuckleservices.com
Term of office: 2 years, 2018–2020

Show Committee:
Melissa Berschens, Robert Blackwell, Lynn
Blackwell, Susan Browning-Wroe, Jacob Elliott,
Richard Erickson, Julie Mabie, Michele Nelson,
Kathie Peterson, and Richard Radulovich
showchair@areaviiclub.com

Treasurer: Michele Nelson
Phone: (510) 326-6487
michelenelson@nelsonpics.com
Term of office: 2 years, 2018–2020

Sunshine Committee
Linda Anastasio: (209) 838-6399
Cell: (209) 614-9346
apanastasio@aol.com

Director: Richard Radulovich
Phone: (209) 368-2026
penny@radulovichfarms.com
Term of office: 2 years, 2018–2020

Newsletter and Website:
Michele Nelson: (510) 326-6487
michelenelson@nelsonpics.com

Director: John Gracey
Phone: (530) 741-1092
j.gracey@comcast.net
Term of office: 1 year, 2018–2019

Area VII National Directors:
Shetland Seat
Julie Mabie, (831) 684-1555
WhisprPony@aol.com
Term of office: 2017–2019

Director: Robert Blackwell
Phone: (916) 723-6932
donny56b@yahoo.com
Term of office: 1 year, 2018–2019

Open Seat
Eric Tani, (310) 704-3833
etani2@roadrunner.com
Term of office: 2016–2018

Mailing Address: 5619 Market Street, Apt. B, Oakland, CA 94608-2809
info@areaviiclub.com • www.areaviiclub.com

Area VII Shetland Pony & Miniature Horse Assoc., Inc.
The Area VII Shetland Pony & Miniature Horse Association, Inc., was incorporated
on June 14, 1998 by the Board of Directors: President Marjorie Vliet, Director
Virginia Flint and Director Jim Curry. It is and has always been member supported and driven,
with a dynamic group of people volunteering to run the club.
Area VII is an American Shetland Pony Club/American Miniature Horse Registry/American
Show Pony Registry (ASPC/AMHR/ASPR) registered and recognized club that is primarily active in California, though our area encompasses California, Nevada, Arizona, and Hawaii. Our
membership includes owners of both ASPC Shetlands and AMHR Miniature Horses. Area VII
welcomes members from all over—and you do not need to own a mini or pony to join.
Area VII’s membership is spread across California and Nevada at this time, with members
of all ages, with varied backgrounds and interests. Area VII is primarily a club for those that
enjoy their Shetlands and Miniatures, with a particular interest in showing.
“We are an informal group of people of all ages who gather together for the
enjoyment of friendships made, and the promotion of our beautiful equine.
As members of this organization, we help maintain the recognition that our
fine Shetlands and Miniatures deserve at the ASPC/AMHR level.”

Cover design by Melissa Berschens, Silver Buckle Services

Calendar of Events
For updates, go to www.areaviiclub.com
JANUARY
12 Area VII General Membership
Meeting
Round Table Pizza
2401 Waterman Blvd, Fairfield, CA
Contact: Jacob Elliott, (916) 479-0962

APRIL
6–7

Rolling Hills Spring Classic (AMHA)

Norcal Miniature Horse Club
Rolling Hills Casino, Corning CA

Website: norcalmhc.com
20–21

California Classic 2019

8–9

June Jamboree

(AMHR, Classic, Modern, ASPR)
Pacific Coast Miniature Horse Club
George Ingalls Equestrian Center, Norco, CA

Website: www.pcmhclub.com
14-16 Summer Festival CDE
ADS approved. First leg of the 2019 West
Coast Triple Crown. VSEs and Ponies
welcome!
Clay Station Horse Park, Wilton, CA

Website: www.claystationhorsepark.com
14–16 Cavalcade of Ponies

(AMHR, Classic, Modern, ASPR)
Area VII SP&MHA
Murieta Equestrian Center, Rancho Murieta, CA

(AMHR, Classic, Modern, ASPR)
Northwest Miniature Horse & Shetland Pony
Alliance
Tacoma Unit, Spanaway, WA

Website: www.areaviiclub.com

Website: www.nwmhspa.com

27–28 Clay Station Horse Driving Trials

22–23

Each day is a separate event. VSE and Pony
divisions.
Clay Station Horse Park, Wilton, CA
Website: www.claystationhorsepark.com

(AMHR, Classic, Modern, ASPR)
Area VII SP&MHA
Murieta Equestrian Center, Rancho Murieta, CA

MARCH

28–30

9–10

(AMHR, Classic, Modern, ASPR)
Evergreen Miniature Horse Club
Tacoma Unit, Spanaway, WA
Web: www.evergreenminiaturehorseclub.com

March Madness

(AMHR, Classic, Modern, ASPR)
Pacific Coast Miniature Horse Club
George Ingalls Equestrian Center, Norco, CA
Website: www.pcmhclub.com

Area VII Summer Classic 2019

Website: www.areaviiclub.com
Evergreen Spectacular

AUGUST

MAY

24–25

4–5 Hats off to Moms (AMHA)

Each day is a separate event. VSE and Pony
divisions.
Clay Station Horse Park, Wilton, CA

Norcal Miniature Horse Club
Murieta Equestrian Center, Rancho Murieta, CA

Clay Station Horse Driving Trials

Website: norcalmhc.com

Website: www.claystationhorsepark.com

9–12

SEPTEMBER

Western States Horse Expo

Murieta Equestrian Center, Rancho Murieta, CA

Website: horsexpo.com
4–26

National Area VII Show

5–15

AMHR Nationals

Expo Square, Tulsa, OK
Website: www.shetlandminiature.com

(AMHR, Classic, Modern, ASPR)
Pacific Coast Miniature Horse Club
George Ingalls Equestrian Center, Norco, CA
Website: www.pcmhclub.com

JUNE
1–2 Rolling Hills Summer Classic (AMHA)
Norcal Miniature Horse Club
Rolling Hills Casino, Corning CA

Website: norcalmhc.com
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From the President
What an exciting year it has been for our club! First off, I have thoroughly enjoyed serving as president. We have a wonderful board and show committee who work collaboratively to get things done. Our amazing Vice President, Susan Browning-Wroe, along with
her partners in the horsey biz, husband Marvin Wroe and Robert and Lynne Blackwell,
have created beautiful obstacles for the shows. In addition, they have taken on the handling of the special awards, a rather daunting task! Robert is running again for a seat on
our Board of Directors. Melissa Berschens, our Secretary, is an invaluable resource for
our club. Look for her designs in our show programs! Michele Nelson, our treasurer/
newsletter editor/Area VII does-it-all, is the glue that holds the club together! Rounded
out by Richard Radulovich who houses the club trailer gratis, and John Gracey, the club is
in good hands!
Secondly, we were able to put on two shows this year. With your generous sponsorships and the unbelievable turnout, the California Classic was an enormous success! It
afforded us an opportunity to put on a second show in June. Although we didn’t receive
the participation we hoped for, the Summer Performance Classic was super fun! Next
year, we will again offer two shows. However, the second show will also be a two-day
show with a full list of halter and performance classes! Look for the premiums to come
out in early 2019. At our most recent meeting on December 1, the Board voted to offer
our members the current low rates for our classes and stalls. Non-members will pay five
dollars more for each. Please bear in mind we do not have to pay an office fee. Also, we
do not charge fees for post-entries per class—just per horse.
Finally, we awaiting approval of our non-profit status. The application process is complete, and we are waiting to hear back from the I.R.S. While members may not write
off dues, class fees, etc., (because our non-profit designation fits that of a social club),
sponsorships are eligible for tax-exemption. The non-profit status may enable us to seek
sponsorship from bigger outlets, such as Schneiders, etc.
I encourage you to join, sponsor, and tell a friend! All the best to you this holiday season!
—Jacob Elliott, President
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News from Jim Curry
Well another year is almost history and it is time to wish the members of Area VII a happy
and successful 2019. I had a busy and eventful 2018. My website, www.jimcurry.org, was
completely changed. Since I am really not breeding horses or ponies any longer it was
decided to make the site more of a history of past events, people and animals. As some
of you know the actual work is done by my friend of forty or more years and our newsletter editor Michele Nelson. All I did was go through picture albums, select photos and
do some captions, Michele did all the actual work and created a website that has earned
many complimentary remarks.
The biggest change is a new stallion. My ASPC/AMHR stallion Royal Splish Splash is on
a long-time lease to friends in Arkansas, and my AMHR/AMHA stallion Ladies Man has
been living at the Anastasio’s for the past several years. He now has a new home with
friends of theirs in Tracy. John Cherry in Texas donated a stallion to a local club as a fundraiser it was having on an online auction. Barbara Johnson and I had talked about purchasing a horse as partners, and I made a bid on SMHC Armani, ASPC/AMHR registered,
and as a result we owned a horse in Texas that had to come to California. The story of
that trip to pick him up would be longer than I have space to relate here.
We did find a boarding stable reasonably close to me, and we got him home a couple
of weeks before the California Classic and planned to show him there. Then disaster
struck—the stable owner’s teenage daughter took it upon herself to ROACH him! That
took care of plans to show him in 2018. In fact his mane is still not long enough to fall over
although I have been treating it with M-T-G and braiding it. As it turned out he wouldn’t
have been shown there anyway as one
of the judges had health problems and
couldn’t attend the show and I was
hired to replace him. At the show I was
surprised to receive the Area VII Club
“Yes We Can” award of a certificate and
jacket. The same award was given to
Michele Nelson so we share another life
experience.

Photo: Mark Nelson

There are other events I could relate
but I have taken up enough space and
will end with wishing everyone a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year—Jim

Jim was presented with the Area VII “Yes We Can”
Award at California Classic 2018.
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Ranchland Acres News
We had an incredible Nationals show.
Coci’s Lookin Boss came home a National
Champion out of a huge field of yearling
over colts. JHK National Charming Girl
earned a National driving championship,
and Bandidos Budweiser was Reserve
National Champion youth roadster.
We had a quite a summer with the Redding fire coming right through our property. Our home was spared, but we lost
a good portion of the barn and all of our
fencing. Thanks to excellent contractors,
everything is rebuilt and all of the horses Coco’s Lookin’ Boss
are home for the winter.
Ranchland Acres is expecting five spectacular foals in 2019! Details are available on our website under each mare.
Feel free to inquire if you are interested
in a specific cross! Visit us on the web at
www.ranchlandacres.com
Also, we have added multi-national
champion Erica’s I’m Something Wicked
to our barn. We’re thankful to Kathy
Courtney for allowing us the honor of
owning him. He’ll be in Casey’s Campbell’s driving show string in 2019 and
standing at stud at Wingate Training
Center.
We are enjoying the winter downtime
and look forward to kicking off the 2019
show season in Scottsdale the end of
March.

Bandidos Budweiser

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
to all our mini horse family and friends!—
Erin Henson

JHK National Charming Girl
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Just in time for Christmas!
Our book REBA is
all about my mini
Reba who just because
she is small can still
do it all…which is
the theme that runs
throughout this book.
For the young reader
in your family or the
young at heart.

Go to www.blurb.com/user/store/htcowgirl and order yours today!

CF
CARINGELLO FARMS
CLASSIC SHETLAND PONIES

20200 Almaden Rd., San Jose, CA 95120
408-205-5892
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Member
Spotlight
Kathy Courtney and Annabelle Courtney Pisarski
Red Star Ranch, Reno, NV

We had a pony (and still do have) named Martini. My daughter Anna learned to ride on
him, but she outgrew him and would not let me sell him. I had been told he could drive,
so I thought it might be fun to get an easy-entry cart and learn how to drive him down a
country road. We received a lead on a trainer and were directed to Michelle Meacham. I
asked Michelle if she could teach us to drive Martini. She said she could not but could teach
us to drive a mini. I said “what’s that?” I didn’t even know minis existed!
Michelle gave Anna a lesson and she loved it! We used a horse named Knockout whom we
still own. That was spring and we went to the May Reno show where Anna drove Rumble, a
decorated horse owned by the Blantons. Sami Scheuring had a sale horse at the show and
we bought our first mini. Then we found out Michelle was moving, so we bought her ranch
and began to use Cassidy Blanton as our trainer. She was 16 at the time. That was 2009. I
started driving a little
later and the rest as
they say is history!
Editor’s note: Both
Kathy and Anna have
won numerous regional, national, and
world titles with their
skilled hands!
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Kathy Courtney • Reno, NV

Tomahawk Ranch
Nancy Turner

5250 Mill Creek Road, Healdsburg, CA 95448

(707) 433-4346 • tomamini@sonic.net

ROCKIN Z

M I N I A T U R E S
Charmayne and Jon Zucker
Reno, NV
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April 20–21, 2019 • Murieta Equestrian Center

Make your plans now to join us at the Murieta Equestrian Center
in Rancho Murieta, CA, for California Classic 2019!
We have a full list of halter and performance classes for
AMHR Miniature Horses, Classic and Modern Shetland Ponies,
and American Show Ponies.
Special awards will include:
Area VII “Yes We Can!”
Barbara Naviaux Memorial Multi Color Champion
Pat Michielssen Memorial High-Point Classic Shetland Pony
Sierra’s Dances with Gold Youth Spirit
For more information please check out the
Area VII club website at www.areaviiclub.com.

